
The Weekly Messenger 
Inside this issue: 

 This edition of our newsletter contains a very meaningful offering from the 
young people of St. Stephen’s.  They are sharing with us how living in the midst of our 
current stay-at-home order has shaped, and continues to shape, their journeys of faith.  
Thank you sincerely, to our youth.  Our prayers continue to surround them and the chil-
dren who are such an important part of the household of God we call the Church. 
 Sunday, May 3, 2020, the Fourth Sunday of Easter, marks the eighth (8th) Sun-
day since we’ve gathered to hear the word of God proclaimed and to break bread, pray-
ing together in the same space.  Our last in-person Lenten supper and program was 
March 11th.   It continues to feel surreal.  The good news is, I will testify that the es-
sence of who we each are continues to permeate our spaces at St. Stephen’s. 
 When I’m in Oxford to record our Sunday services, I often find myself feeling 
wistful.  I turn into the parking lot, visually scan the church and grounds, and pull into a 
familiar parking spot.  If it’s sunny, I enjoy gathering my computer and things and feeling 
the warmth on my face.  If it’s raining, I’m more likely to quicken my pace!  The office is 
more quiet than usual since we are still in the ‘essential personnel only’ phase of our 
Diocesan guidelines.  Furnishings are in their familiar places, electronics hum quietly, 
and the details of life-in-the-church continue to unfold – all while adhering to physical-
distancing and taking care to clean doorknobs and light switches and such. 
On some of my days in Oxford, I still make my lunch at the rectory and keep company 
with that large, lovely, old home.  I often feel as though the house misses me and ap-
preciates my footsteps tracing my ‘usual’ patterns of walking between rooms and even 
up the stairs sometimes just to walk from room to room.  It’s been a beautiful spring and 
the rectory’s yard has embodied and shared the outward and visible signs of renewed 
life Mother Earth provides us year after year.  Grass that is lush and green appears 
much like a carpet, begging someone to run around barefooted!  Flowering trees, azal-
eas, the tulips, and the irises have waved their welcome to me and to passers-by.  Now 
the deciduous trees are ‘leafed-out,’ as they say, providing shade.  The tall lanky pine 
trees continue to get my attention by dropping many, many pinecones on the sidewalk 
and driveway!  I do give thanks for the presence of our rectory.  (cont. on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 
The Church herself continues to embody our prayers, also preserving the prayers of the generations who have 

come before us.  When recording services, I can ‘see’ in my mind’s eye where you sit most often when we’re in the 
church building together.  I’ve said on more than one occasion that I’m grateful we have thus far had two and a half 
months of in-person worship and Sunday School and lunches and suppers and meetings.  Among my prayers is the 
hope we’ll do so again – though we will continue to give one another ‘virtual hugs’ whenever we begin our re-entry 
process. 

My faith is sustained knowing you are faith-full people.  In our own unique ways we each embody our faith in 
the love and compassion of our Creator God.  Whatever our age or length of time as part of St. Stephen’s, we bring 
together ourselves, our souls, and our bodies to form this important community of faith.  Your prayers uphold me when 
my wistful feelings loom large.  Your witness and service as people who care about our sisters and brothers surround-
ing us on every side encourages me.  Each of us embodies the Spirit of the Risen Christ, and for that I continue to give 
sincere thanks.  You remain always in my prayers. 

     Peace and love in Christ, Rev. Lorraine+ 

Images From Our Youngest Members 

Rev. Lorraine asked the Ramsey twins and the Swanner boys to draw a picture  about the church or about be-
ing at home during this interesting time in which we find ourselves.  The picture at the top left was drawn by 
Joshua Ramsey and colored by Nicholas Ramsey - certainly looks like St. Stephen’s.  Bottom left is Beckett 

Swanner’s creation entitled ‘What Do You See?” (Lindsey just asked him to start with a cross or “x marks the 
spot” in his words.)  On the right is a school assignment Emerson Swanner did for “Thankful Thursday”.  

Great job boys! Thanks for sharing! 
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Practically Speaking:  What Is Needed to Re-emerge from Stay-at-Home 
 We have made some big adjustments in our common life since our Bishops suspended our in-person 
worship services and other in-person parish activities.  We walked through Holy Week together and we cele-
brated the Resurrection of Jesus on Easter Day.  God is always and everywhere present with us. 

 This coronavirus pandemic is like an extended disaster (like the aftermath of huge storms).  Disasters 
have life cycles.  The one in which we’re living is a protracted one with many questions still to be answered.  
We are experiencing grief, which is a human response to any type of loss including being physically dis-
tanced from one another or other loved ones.  We are also experiencing a feeling of community cohesion 
because we are, in truth, in this together.  We are wrestling with our expectations and hopes and needing 
endurance.  Along with this are the realities that we have been asked to rest – which will serve us well in the 
days to come.  Endurance can be found in the heart of God who loves us each and every day. 

As we look ahead, we believe the suspension of in-person services will continue through May, most 
likely including the Feast of Pentecost on May 31st.  (We’ll still be asked to wear red!!  It would be fun to take 
‘selfie’ photographs and post them on our parish Facebook page.) 

As this issue of The Weekly Messenger goes to press for May of 2020, we do not have a definitive 
outline of what our Diocesan process will be.  But our Bishops have formed a 19-person Committee to ad-
dress the many details involved in safely beginning to re-gather.  That group is broken into six Task Groups 
addressing six major areas of our common life:  

 Sunday Mornings & Worship  

 Pastoral Ministries 

 Protection and Screening 

 Direct services and Schools 

 Advocacy 

 In-House Groups 

Our Bishops are hoping to have details for us as soon as practicable.  The six Task Groups will meet 
with the Bishops the week of May 3rd.  As soon as decisions are made, we’ll share them with you all. 

Our St. Stephen’s Vestry members have also already begun to think about what steps we will need to 
take to safeguard the health of our community going forward.   

It will be meaningful to continue offering electronic worship services to serve those who, for whatever 
reason, in the early days of ‘re-entry,’ may need to remain at home as well as those new persons who have 
discovered our parish through online experiences.   

If you have a computer and have yet to subscribe to Please Note (our weekly Diocesan Newsletter), 
go to https://www.episdionc.org/please-note/ to subscribe.  It provides up to date information and a wide vari-
ety of resources for our common life. 

Love for God and for one another is one of the best resources for us now as it always has been. 

       Prayerfully, Rev. Lorraine+ 
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Words of Wisdom on Faith and Living in the Midst of a Pandemic 
from our Youth of St Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Oxford 

 In mid-April our Youth Leaders, Bettye Currin and Jerry Broyal, asked our young people to reflect on 
life and faith while sequestered during the stay-at-home order arising from the novel coronavirus pandemic.  
Our sincere thanks go to each young person for their honest and spirit-filled reflections which follow and for 
family permission to share.  Blessings, Rev. Lorraine+ 
 

Stay at Home, Covid, and Faith 
David Folger – April 2020 

 Times of tribulation and struggle are inherently challenging to one’s faith and spiritual well-being. For 
me, I see this pandemic and social distancing as a personal challenge: to both my faith in God and my faith 
in others to do the right thing. I would be lying if I said it wasn’t hard, yet I know my faith is not misplaced. I 
have faith in the researchers and doctors God put on this Earth. I have faith in people to not only protect 
themselves, but others from COVID.  I find that this has given me a chance to reflect on who I am and want 
to be, and how my faith will continue to serve me as I serve God in all the things that I do.  

I know that just because things seem dark, that God is there watching over me. I hope that I will be 
able to return to St. Stephen’s very soon, as I very much miss my church family. But I also think that this is a 
time for all of us to appreciate what we have been given, and how lucky we are to have it. Enjoying the little 
things such as spending time with family and realizing how valuable the people are in your life. 
 

How Coronavirus Has Affected My Faith 
Kathryn Folger – April 2020 

 The stay-at-home order because the coronavirus has affected my faith in a few ways. Overall, I feel 
that everything happening right now in the world has inspired me to become even closer to God. Some ways 
I’ve done this are watching online services or even just simple things like daily devotions or quotes. For ex-
ample, some nights I will read my bible, and other times I will read daily devotions. Since we were stuck at 
home on Easter, I celebrated by watching an online service on the television. I also read articles about 
Easter. Sometimes when my sister is in a zoom meeting with the church group she attends in Winston-
Salem, I will sit in the room with her and listen. Another way I am staying connected is by sitting in the room 
for my sister’s women’s bible study zoom call. I feel that during such a difficult time God is the perfect one to 
be here for us. I believe that there is a reason this is happening and that God is much stronger than it. I am 
trying to still look on the bright side of things, appreciate little things right now, and always remember that He 
is there for us. Here is how I am still connecting with God even though I can’t go to church.  
(continued on page 4) 

Youth Sunday 
 

On Sunday, May 10th, Mother’s Day will be celebrated by many.  Historically, St. 
Stephen’s has chosen this day as ‘Youth Sunday’ and it will be once again this 

year.  While it will be different than years past with the current restrictions on how 
we do worship, Rev. Lorraine received permission from Bishop Sam to include 
David Folger, a graduating high school senior, in our recorded worship for that 

day. While we will miss having all our youth participate in the worship service for 
that day, please tune in to hear David’s message on this special Sunday! 
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(continued from page 3) 
 

Praying More 
Marissa Sciortino  – April 2020 

I find myself praying more often because I don't get to see my friends and I'm praying for their safety. 
I’m more involved in church now, I feel more focused. At my other youth group for my church in Raleigh, we 
prayed about all our friends and family. I also don’t get to hear as many hymns and that has affected my faith 
because I don’t get to sing about prayer. I am more thankful for things that I took for granted, such as, being 
able to go outside and play. I am thankful for having food and a shelter.  

 
 
 

Quarantine and Faith 
Joshua Spitler – April 2020 

     Quarantine has affected me in many ways. One of the main ways is my faith. I make sure that every night 
before I go to bed, I pray.  I pray that the Coronavirus passes quickly and we as a community can recover 
from all the negative effects. I have faith that the Lord has a plan and that He will save us from these terrible 
times.  
 

 

Coronavirus and Stay at Home 
Samuel Spitler – April 2020 

The coronavirus and the ensuing stay at home order have drastically affected everyone’s lives and 
with that their faith.  Faith is defined as “complete trust or confidence in someone”. To me, that means that 
we must have complete trust in God, and know that he will get us through these tough times.  During this stay 
at home order I think that I have maintained my faith, but the ways in which I am able to express it have 
changed. Normally I attend the Sunday services and use those as a way to show my faith and strengthen 
it.  Now I am finding myself looking for new ways to show my faith. I have been enjoying the online services, 
and feel that they are helping. However, it is always difficult adjusting to something different. These are 
strange circumstances and I think everyone has had trouble adapting, but if we keep faith everything will be 
alright.   
 

 

Corona and Faith 
Marleigh Swanner – April 2020 

 Hi!  Things have definitely been different lately because of Corona.  We have still kept faith in our life 
by watching online church services and other ways.  It has definitely been hard keeping up with my faith and 
the pandemic.  Sometimes I lay in bed and wonder, “Why has God done this to us?”  But I realize he always 
has a plan for us.  One psalm I always like to go back to is Ps. 23:4; I feel like this can really relate to the 
pandemic and that we should fear no evil, God is with us, and will comfort.  If everyone does their part we 
can restore what we had and bring back peace and joy and church services! 
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REVENUE                                              MTD Actual MTD Budget 
Pledge Offering   $  11,068.00  $   15,454.00 

Non-pledge Offering                154.00                0.00 

Miscellaneous Income             1,110.00            958.00 

TOTAL REVENUES  $  12,332.00  $   16,412.00 

 
EXPENSES 

Diocese Support                   $   2,002.00    $   2,002.00 

Office/Administrative                   261.00            225.00 

Christian Education                           0.00                        25.00 

Insurance                            -96.00            833.00 

Personnel Expense                3,573.00         3,746.00 

Utilities/Maintenance Contracts       1,988.00         2,170.00 

Rector (Salary, Pensions,               0.00               0.00 

Benefits, Etc.)              

Interim Rector Expenses        5,256.00         6,214.00 

Worship                        59.00            100.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES   $ 13,043.00            $   15,315.00 

 
NET OPERATING TOTAL                   $    -711.00   $  -1,097.00    
 

 
Financials March 2020 

Message from the Treasurer 
Dear Parishioners – 
I want to take this opportunity to applaud you for the seamless way 
you have adjusted the way you pay your pledges and give other 
forms of financial support to the parish and the ministries we sup-
port.  As you can see to the left, our pledge revenue was down in 
March as we were only physically present two Sundays. But, as you 
will see when the April financial details are shared, you more than 
made up for the delayed March donations in April.  Many of you 
have gone back to an envelope and stamp; some of you have 
changed to electronic payment via your bank accounts; and some of 
you are taking the opportunity to safely get out of the house and 
dropping your checks in the mailbox to the right of the office door.  
All of these methods are great, and your steadfastness in honoring 
your pledges is appreciated.  St. Stephen’s is blessed to be finan-
cially healthy at this juncture in time unlike many other parishes in 
our diocese.  
I’m not sure I accurately represented the Budget side of the visual to 
the left.  We basically have a Zero Budget for 2020 but in order to 
show expenses related to our Interim Rector and Rector accurately, 
I have broken the Interim Rector Expenses out for 7 months 
(January– July) and will be putting the Rector’s Expenses in for 5 
months beginning in August. Therefore, for these first 7 months, our 
Monthly Revenue Budget is greater than our Monthly Expense 
Budget. 
Your Finance Committee (Sandy Gabel, Margaret Spitler, and my-
self) and your Vestry thanks you for your faithfulness during this 
‘different’ time. We encourage you to continue to make your pledge 
payments and other gifts in a timely fashion as you are able. Our 
expenses have not changed. Stay safe and Happy Easter! 
Sherry Owens, Treasurer 
 

St. Stephen’s Community Outreach 
As needs in our community have continued to grow as a result of CoVid-19, our parish has 
continued to offer support as we can. Many of you individually are giving monetary support, 
volunteer hours, and food and personal care items to ACIM so they can continue to meet the 
increased need of those in Granville County who are vulnerable at all levels of their exis-
tence. If you are donating to St. Stephen’s for ACIM, your donations are being sent monthly. 
The Vestry voted in March with the recommendation of the Community Outreach group to 
give ACIM an additional $1000 toward their growing needs. 
 
In mid-April, Rev. Lorraine made a $500 donation from the Discretionary Fund to assist in 
feeding children and youth from 2-18 years of age during the school systems Spring Break 
when their staff was not working. With the help of many, they raised $67,000 to be sure that 
those children throughout the county who depend on school breakfasts and lunches for sus-
tenance did not go hungry during that time. God is good! 
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May 
Birthdays 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Anniversaries 

 
 
 

 

†  Mary Branch, Pam Martin, Kelly Holden, 
Dick Taylor, Cissie Bryan, Dave Ivey, Jim 
Branch, David Smith;  

 

Parishioners:  Lucy Landis Moore, Jesse Sullins, 
Jimmy Winston, Rives Hicks, Mary Helen Talbott, 
Gladys Tyson, Hubert Jackson, Carlton Garrett, Herb 
Gregory;  

 

Non-Parishioners:  Jerrad Wilkinson, Vivi Drake, 
Isaiah Newton, Henry Moore, Jeffrey Ferrell, Carolyn 
Stovall, Florette Moore, Therese Josefsson, Leon 
Josefsson, Evelyn Champion, Michelle Campbell, 
Joe Sacco, Ronnie, Myra Clark, Chelsea Stroud, 
Jimmy Bailey, Janelle Ramsey, Hazel Lyon, Herbert 
Washington, Don Smith, Terri Immordino, Rose 
Grantham, Mary Salvo, Janet Finch, Angela Webb 
Franzen, Dan, Dorie Rillera, Ethan Coghill 

 

Search Committee Update 
Due to the impact of  COVID-19 on the lives of  everyone in our country 
over the last 6 weeks, the Search Committee recommended and the Vestry 

approved extending the date to receive names at least until mid-May         
and possibly until the end of  the month.  We will keep you                   

posted as those decisions are made. 

2 David Smith 
5 Lee Brewer 
12 Bernie Nelson 
12 Liz Malinowski 
16 Laura Gabel 
20 Beth Evins 
23 Sherry Owens 
28 Kathy Burnette 
29 Harriett Watkins 
31 David Mathews 
31 David Spitler 

12 David & Kelly Holden 
23 Mark & Ginny Hicks 
23 Jimmy & Anne Winston 
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Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina Free Webinar                                                                                
“I Know My Redeemer Liveth: A Jewish/Christian Conversation on Resurrection”                                                    
May 13 and 20, 2020, at 7:00 PM 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
REGISTER: https://bit.ly/2W7eK3m 
 
In this two-part webinar series, the Rt. Rev. Sam Rodman, bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of North 
Carolina, Rabbi Raachel Jurovics, rabbi emerita of Yavneh: A Jewish Renewal Community and di-
ocesan rabbi-in-residence, and Karen Connor McGugan, doctoral candidate in New Testament and 
Early Christianity at Harvard University,  examine and discuss resurrection theology in the Jewish 
and Christian faiths and its impact on our understanding of life. 
 
Part 1: How have our Christian and Jewish sources of authority (scripture and tradition) wrestled 
with the idea of human resurrection in the past? 
 

Rodman, Jurovics and Connor examine resurrection theology in the Jewish and Christian faiths, 
how the early church grappled with questions around the bodily resurrection and share personal in-
sights from their own journeys of faith. 
 
Part 2: Resurrection: Why do we care and why does it matter? 
 

In the second session, our panelists discuss questions around why resurrection matters to people 
of faith, such as: Does the way we think about life after death have an impact upon how we under-
stand life on the mortal side of the divide? Does the "work" of faithful writers of the past tell us 
something about the human condition and what we do and don't worry about and why? 
 
This series promises to be educational, enlightening, inspiring and engaging. Don't miss it, and you 
have two ways to access it. Register here (https://bit.ly/2W7eK3m), or watch the simulcast via 
Facebook Live on the diocesan Facebook page).  

Note: If you register for the webinar, you will be registered for both sessions. Please use the 
information sent with your confirmation for both sessions. 
 
 
 
Post Script from Rev. Lorraine: Before the pandemic I invited Rabbi Jurovics to come to St. 
Stephens on the Feast of Pentecost to share sermon time with me. Now we are trying to figure out 
how to share sermon time electronically from two locations!  Rb. Jurovics and I have been friends 
and colleagues for almost 20 years in Raleigh.  I hope you’ll join in this Webinar. (and toss in a 
prayer for “virtual” wisdom!) 
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St. Stephen’s Vestry Minutes ~ March 30, 2020 (5:30 PM via Zoom) 
Present:  Cindy Bostic (Sr. Warden), Joe Sciortiono (Jr. Warden), Marcia Byrd, Mary Hicks, Mack Harris, Dawn Lem-
ons, Bernie Nelson, David Spitler, Lindsey Swanner, David Smith, Charlotte Watson, and Rev. Lorraine (Interim Rector), 
Sherry Owens (Treasurer) 

Absent:  Gail Washington (Registrar/Clerk) 

The meeting of the Vestry was called to order by Rev. Lorraine at 5:34 pm. The opening prayer was given by David 
Smith, Vestry Person of the Month. 

Cindy Bostic moved to adopt an Amendment to the By-Laws providing for the conduct of meetings by teleconference, 
videoconference, or any other technology that allows all persons participating to hear each other at the same time and 
participate in discussion. The motion was seconded by David Smith and carried. 

Sherry Owens suggested to the Vestry that the first paragraph under the Election/Appointments section of the February 
2020 minutes should be amended.  The sentence beginning the floor was 'opened for nominations, nominations were 
made, and then the floor was closed for nominations' should be replaced with 'opened for suggestions of names to con-
sider to fill the vestry vacancy. On a motion by Bernie Nelson, seconded by Lindsey Swanner, the vestry voted to cease 
discussion. The remainder of the paragraph remains as written. There being no more additions or corrections, the min-
utes were approved as amended. 

Finance Report:  Sherry Owens, Treasurer, reported that the Finance Committee had not been able to meet in person 
due to the Covid-19 guidelines from our bishops.  All checking accounts were reconciled through February 29, 2020. 
She noted that both revenue and expenses through February are on target. There was information regarding the finan-
cial implications the Covid-19 situation is having and will continue to have on the financial position of the dioceses and 
parishes across our country, including our own diocese. The Diocesan Council has already taken action to reduce the 
2020 Diocesan Operating Budget by $173,000 and has recommended all parishes take a hard look at their own budgets 
to cut the 'low hanging fruit'. Sherry reported that there is little or no fluff in St. Stephen's budget but the Finance Com-
mittee will be looking at any areas that can be adjusted in a downward way. She also reminded the Vestry that we are in 
an enviable cash position with no debt.  Unless this goes on for a long time, she doesn't anticipate we will be negatively 
impacted, with the exception of declining investment values which hopefully will recover over time, as long as everyone 
who is able keeps up with their pledge payments, A detailed written report accompanied by the February 2020 Balance 
Sheet, Restricted Accounts Report, and Revenue and Expense Statements had been previously emailed to the Vestry 
and the Finance Committee and will be attached to these minutes. There being no questions, a motion to accept the 
February 2020 financial report was made by David Smith and seconded by Mack Harris. Motion carried. 

Junior Warden:  No report. 

Senior Warden:  Cindy Bostic, Senior Warden, reported that the responses she's gotten indicate that the recorded 
video services are well received. She also reported that she has asked Chris Smoot to submit a formal, written proposal 
for replacing the roof at the rectory. She will be sure Chris Smoot and Joe Sciortino have each other's contact informa-
tion. 

Rector's Report:  Rev. Lorraine, Interim Rector, began the Rector's Report with acknowledgment of the previous ap-
proval to conduct St. Stephen's vestry meeting via Zoom. She has purchased Zoom Pro for her use and we are using 
her account for this call.  She reported that she has been making phone calls to parishioners to check-in on them and 
noted that Mack Harris, In-Reach co-chair, has been reaching out to the people on our 'our loud' Prayer List.  Rev. 
Lorraine is participating in bi-weekly Zoom meetings with the bishops, clergy, and various leaders across the diocese to 
stay apprised of the diocesan guidelines and how they apply locally.  She expressed the importance of social media use 
in the current times, and the need to work to improve St. Stephen's website, particularly in light of the Search for our 
next Rector. She would like to have improved Wi-Fi coverage in the Parish House and possibly the church.  Sherry 
Owens reported that she has purchased two signal extenders and will try to install them and see if they will provide the 
desired ability to use FaceBook live among other possibilities.  

New Business:  None. 

Search Committee Update:  David Spitler, Search Committee Co-Chair, reported that the Parish Profile has been en-
tered into the OTM site by Catherine Massey, Transition Officer of our diocese.  He stated that he, Tammy Howard (Co-
Chair), Cindy Bostic (Sr. Warden), and Rev. Lorraine (Interim Rector) had a call with Catherine Massey (cont. page 10)
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concerning the process of receiving names.  She noted that between the Covid-19 issues and clergy trying to figure out 
how they are going to handle Holy Week services, there has been little or no inquiries about any of the clergy openings 
in our diocese.  She recommended that we extend our date to receive names but noted she still believes it is possible to 
stay within our timeline goal. In light of this information, David Spitler made a motion to extend the date to receive names 
from the current April 30th to May 15, 2020.  The motion was seconded by Cindy Bostic.  There was no discussion. Mo-
tion carried.  Rev. Lorraine suggested that St. Stephen's might want to purchase a Zoom Pro account for use by the ves-
try, parish committees and ministries, possibly even a parish virtual coffee hour, and the Search Committee when the 
interview process begins.  It was noted that a one year subscription can be purchased for under $200.  Sherry Owens 
stated that we can use part of the Communication line in the budget and the rest can be charged off as Office Expense. 
There is no contractual obligation. David Spitler moved that we purchase a 1 year subscription to Zoom Pro; David 
Smith seconded. Motion carried. 

Ministry Reports                                                                                                                                                        
Church Life:  David Smith reported that the Low Country Boil scheduled for April 17th has been postponed.  A new date 
will be determined when our lives return to some normalcy and as safety recommendations permit. Other events on our 
Church Life calendar will be adjusted as necessary going forward. 

Outreach:  On March 22, 2020 ACIM posted a plea for additional help on their FaceBook page.  They need funds to be 
able to purchase food in order to continue to meet the food needs of the community.  An email was sent to the entire 
Vestry and members of the Outreach Committee suggesting we consider giving an additional $1000 from the Commu-
nity Outreach fund.  Eight vestry members responded in the affirmative (the other four did not respond) and all Outreach 
Committee responses were for sending this additional support.  The 8 affirmative vestry votes constituted 2/3 of the sit-
ting vestry; a check in the amount of $1000 was mailed to ACIM on Wednesday, March 25th.   

In-Reach:  Rev. Lorraine recommended the Parish Directory be divided up among the Vestry and calls be made on be-
have of the church leadership to check-in with our parishioners.  It was noted that the current hardcopy was out-of-date 
the day it was printed.  Sherry Owens will send on email out asking anyone who has changed their physical address, 
email address, or phone number since the publication of the 2018 Directory to please send their current information.  
She is aware of many changes already.  She will give about a week for responses and then send the edited directory to 
Mack Harris and Lindsey Swanner for them to divide the names up among the Vestry members.  Sherry asked that 
when calls are made, please verify all the information is accurate and report any changes to her.  Once that has been 
accomplished, we can email a PDF copy of the informational portion to the parish at large.  

Old Business:  After discussion with Lucy Moore, it was agreed to extend the deadline for making donations to the Mur-
doch Easter Project for another month or so.  The Murdoch Developmental Center is on lock-down for Covid-19 until 
some date in the future, so is unable to do special activities or allow their residents to shop in the campus store. We will 
send our contribution to Volunteer Services when they are ready to open their activities back up. 

Before the meeting adjourned, there was discussion about the possibility of ringing our bell most days either at noon or 
in the evening.  Several vestry members indicated a willingness to help with the bell ringing so Sherry Owens would not 
have to commit to it on a daily basis.  Rev. Lorraine said she would take that up on one of the bishops' calls from a 
Covid-19 safety point and let us know. Rev. Lorraine also asked everyone how they were doing? saying she would be 
happy to hear comments on this call or take private calls from vestry members who wanted to share how they are cop-
ing with this new world we are living in.  Everyone acknowledged a new found appreciation for life - noting all the things 
we tend to take for granted in normal times. She also expressed her gratitude for the 2-1/2 months of 'face-time' she had 
with St. Stephen's before the current situation arose.  Many vestry members commented on their support and apprecia-
tion for how Rev. Lorraine is handling this new way of life at St. Stephen's.  

A closing blessing from the New Zealand Prayer Book was read by Rev. Lorraine. The meeting was adjourned at 6:37 
pm. 

Respectfully submitted by 

Sherry Owens for Gail Washington, Registrar 
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Parish People 
 

Interim Rector - The Rev. Dr. Lorraine Ljunggren  

rector@ststephensoxford.org 
 

Treasurer/Administrator - Sherry Owens 

office@ststephensoxford.org 
 

Director of Music/Organist - Sharon Curry 

michaelsharonc@aol.com 
 

Sexton - William Harris  
 

Senior Warden - Cindy Bostic 

4bostics@embarqmail.com 

Junior Warden - Joe Sciortino 

jsciorti@centurylink.net 

 

 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH - OXFORD 
ESTABLISHED 1823 

 

140 College Street 
Oxford, NC 27565 

(919) 693-9740 
(919) 892-4578 - Clergy Cell Phone  

 

 office@ststephensoxford.org 
www. ststephensoxford.org 

 

Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ststephensoxford 

  

Mission Statement:   We are dedicated 
to sharing the Gospel and love of 

Christ Jesus through service to our 
Church, community, and world. 
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